
Virtual Computing Lab 

PC Guide 

Log into the Virtual Computing Lab (VCL) Interface 

Login to the VCL interface is required to set and modify your reservations and to receive the password for your 

reservation.  

To gain access to George Mason ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ Virtual Computing Lab (VCL), follow these steps: 

1) Open an internet browser, and type in this web address: www.vcl.gmu.edu  

 

2) Select                                           for Mason faculty, staff, and students 

 
3) Click 

 

4) Log in using your Mason NetID and password (same as Patriotweb and Blackboard) 

 

5) Once you have logged into the VCL, the Welcome screen will be displayed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vcl.gmu.edu/


Making a Reservation  

1) Select New Reservation from the left navigation menu. The New Reservation screen allows you to reserve 

access to licensed software, which is available in the drop down menu, at a time that is convenient for you. 

 

 

Note: If a license is available, your reservation for the software requested will proceed. If not, you will be asked to 

choose another time when the license is available.  

2)    Once the reservation is active, you will be directed to the Current Reservation screen. Here you will see a 

pending signal while the assigned software is being prepared.  

 Note: Every reservation requires time to allocate resources. This time does not impact the amount of time for which 

you have made a reservation. 

 

  



Connecting to Your Reservation 

1) Once ready, the Connect button will appear. Click                                      when you are ready to access your 

reservation.  You will be taken to a new screen with login information unique to your reservation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: The information the system displays is necessary to log into your reservation. Your GMU NetID and password will 

not log you into the reservation. Do not close this window.  

2) Click on Get RDP File 

3) Click on Save File (if required by prompt) then click OK 

4) Click on Connect 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: Do not close your browser window  

5) The Windows login screen will appear. Enter your User ID and Password provided on the Connect screen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
6) Click OK to connect to the remote machine 

 

 



Saving Your Work  

All work must be saved before each reservation has expired or is exited. 

 You will receive a 10 minute warning when your reservation is about to expire.   

 

 

 

 

How to save your file: 

 

 

1) Click on File from the menu bar 

2) Click on Save As 

3) Click on My Computer 

4) Select the drive letter of the device 

5) Type a file name 

6) Click on Save 

 

 

 



Extending Your Reservation Time 

1) Return to your VCL browser window, click on Current Reservation, and select Edit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) The Modify Reservation screen will display with the Extend Reservation By option 

 

 

3) Select the additional time needed and click Confirm Changes 

Note: You may repeat this process as many times as needed up to a total reservation time of 6 hours. 


