Virtual Computing Lab
PC Guide

Log into the Virtual Computing Lab (VCL) Interface

Login to the VCL interface is required to set and modify your reservations and to receive the password for your
reservation.

To gain access to George Mason ! y A @ S Wdual Cotting Lab (VCL), follow these steps:

1) Open an internet browser, and type in this web address: www.vcl.gmu.edu

2) Select Mason Credentials - | for Mason faculty, staff, and students

3) Click [ Proceed to Login:

4) Log in using your Mason NetID and password (same as Patriotweb and Blackboard)

5) Once you have logged into the VCL, the Welcome screen will be displayed
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This allows you to make a
request for virtual software

e ppe— Welcome to the Virtual Computing Lab for George Mason University

This allows you to | Current Reservations Hello “vour Name

check the reservations "
h ted Block Allocations You do not have any current resemvations
you have create User Preferences Please make a selection from the menu to continue.

Logout This allows you to set
individual preferences while
operating withing the VCL, such
as screen resolution



http://www.vcl.gmu.edu/

Making a Reservation

1) Select New Reservation from the left navigation menu. The New Reservation screen allows you to reserve
access to licensed software, which is available in the drop down menu, at a time that is convenient for you.
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HOME New Reservation Choose the software
thatyou need
Current Reservations Please select the environment you want to use from the list:
= Windows XP Professional: Microsoft Office 2007 |~
Block Allocations

User Preferences Image Description
Microsoft Office Suite 2007

Statistics
Logout V\/hén would you like to use the application?
© Now

©Later: | Thursday[~] at [3 [+] [15[~] [p.m.[] @D

Duration: |1 hour [~] Select the approximate time
Estimated load time: < 1 minute duration

Create Reservation %CHCK on Create Reservationw

Select a time for your
software reservation or
select Now

Note: If a license is available, your reservation for the software requested will proceed. If not, you will be asked to
choose another time when the license is available.

2) Once the reservation is active, you will be directed to the Current Reservation screen. Here you will see a
pending signal while the assignesbftware is being prepared.
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HOME
3 Current Reservations

New Reservation
You curremtly have the following normal resenvations:

Block Allocations Environment Starting Ending Initially requested

Pending... S ! . Windows XP Professicnal: Microsoft Tuesday. Jun 12th,  Tuesday Jun 12th, Tuesday. Jun 12th,

UsecPreferences Est: 1 min Delete = Edit | gyce suite 2010 2:29 pm 3:00 pm 2:20 pm

Statistics remaining

Logout

This page will automatically update every 20 seconds until the Pending .. reservation is ready.

“Pending..." means that the computer hosting your reservation is
I allocating resources

Note: Every reservation requires time to allocate resources. This time does not impact the amount of time for which
you have made a reservation.




Connecting to Your Reservation

1) Once ready, the Connect button will appear. Click | Connect! I when you are ready to access your
reservation. You will be taken to a new screen with login information unique to your reservation.

HOME

New Reservation

Current Reservations You will need to use a Remote Desktop program to connectt

B to access the VCL system, you will need to return to the Cun
Block Allocations same computer from which you will be connecting to the VCL

User Preferences

Use the followings-i i u are ready to connect:
Statistics
® Remote Computer: 129.174.24.79
Logout ® User ID: GMU NetiD

® pPassword: E3EuXr

NOTE: The given password is for this reservation only. You'
For automatic connection, you can download an RDP file that

Get RDP File

Note: The information the system displays is necessary to log into your reservation. Your GMU NetID and password will
not log you into the reservation. Do not close this window.

2) Click on Get RDP File
3) Click on Save File (if required by prompt) then click OK
4) Click on Connect r.;. Remote Desktop Connect_ u‘

The publisher of this remote connection cannot be identified. Do you want to connect
anyway?

This remote connection could harm your local or remote computer. Do not connect unless you know where
this connection came from or have used it before

&.‘ Publisher. Unknown publisher
) Type: Rerote Desktop Connection
Remote computer: 129.174.24101

[ Don't ask me again for connactions to this computer

= Details ‘ Connect s Cancel

e ———

Note: Do not close your browser window

5) The Windows login screen will appear. Enter your User ID and Password provided on the Connect screen.

Log On to Windows

[’ W
Copyright & 1985-2001 ' ok
Microsoft Corporation
User name: | GMU NetiD J I
Password: E ]
[ QK I [ Cancel J [thions - ]
Type the p d that was provi ’

from the Connect screen.

6) Click OK to connect to the remote machine



Saving Your Work

All work must be savetefore each reservation has expired or is exited.

You will receive a 10 minute warning when your reservation is about to expire.

Message from 65772012 3:05 PM E

Yvou hawve 10 minutes until the end of wour reservation. Please save all work and prepare to log of .

How to save your file:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

Save As g
Save i | " My Computer ~ & > -
- 314 Floppy (A:) )\ <—— Remote system
:a e Local Disk (C:)
My Recent S#Con] **your computer name** ff—— This is your local computer
Documents ;_!D on
- = 2 ony
LB ;Ezc'“ b ey e o e All icons following “C on "
Desktop EH g:l _!:*m: 72k «4— denote either removable
= media or other networked

5 [

e (1
My Documents ":,"K o
|1 Shared Documents

/Q'\h:] root's Documents
| i\! Documents

My Comnputer )j

N\ /|

computers

h/ File narne:
»

My Metwork Save as type:

Encaoding:

Click on File from the menu bar
Click on Save As

Click on My Computer

Select the drive letter of the device
Type a file name

Click on Save




Extending Your Reservation Time

1) Return to your VCL browser window, click on Current Reservation, and select Edit

Current Reservations

Block Allocations

User Preferences

Statistics

Logout
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. Current Reservations
New Reservation

You currently have the following normal reservations:

Environment Starting Ending Initially requested

Windows XP Professional: Microsoft Tuesday, Jun 12th,  Tuesday, Jun 12th,  Tuesday. Jun 12th,
Connect! || End .Ofﬁce Suite 2010 406 pm 5115 pm 4:06 pm

Click the Connect! button to get further information about connecting to the reserved system. You must click the button from a web browser running on the
same computer from which you will be connecting to the remote computer; otherwise, you may be denied access to the machine.

2) The Modify Reservation screen will display with the Extend Reservation By option

z
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HOME

New Reservation

Current Reservations

Block Allocations

User Preferences

Statistics

Logout

Modify Reservation

Because this reservation has already started, you can only extend the length of the reservation. You can extend this reservation by up to 30 minutes, but
not exceeding 6 hours for your total reservation time.

Modify reservation for Windows XP Pr i Microsoft Office Suite 2010 starting Tuesday, Jun 12th, 4:06 pm:

Click on the down arrow to extend
your reservation. Choose from
the provided times

Extend reservation by: 30 minutes ~

Confirm Changes | Cancel

3) Select the additional time needed and click Confirm Changes

Note: You may repeat this process as many times as needed up to a total reservation time of 6 hours.



